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Foxlowe Arts Centre Co-ordinators

Covid secure way and we thank
Message from the Chair inallacustomers
new and old in

All co-ordinators are volunteers.
Each has a number of volunteers helping with
work in their area.
Volunteers are always
welcome at the Foxlowe Arts Centre.
However much time you are able to offer, your
help will be most welcome. Whatever your
skills there will be a task to match!
Please contact Volunteers’ co-ordinator Marion
Fenton on 07974 063674 or email
volunteers@foxloweartscentre.org.uk

Reading the proof of
this latest Foxlowe
newsletter I noticed
my name mentioned
a few times by Peter
who was
instrumental as one of the first three
trustees (and my predecessor as
Chair) in bringing the arts centre
together. Peter hasn’t been able to
return to Leek from Portugal since
the virus struck but thanks to Zoom
and emails he has been as busy as
ever especially with organising the
Foxlowe Loan Scheme.
Just a reminder that this scheme
raised £400,000 plus £50,000 Bounce
Back from our supporters during a
worldwide pandemic. Our original
loan was with the three people who
previously owned the building and
unfortunately, they would not
negotiate a longer term or a break in
payments and with banks going quiet
on a new mortgage due to the
pandemic the board had to look at
other options and the Foxlowe Loan
Scheme not only meant the
community owned the building but it
will also save the charity £100,000
over its remaining term. The first
years Loan Scheme capital and
interest payments are due on July 31.
As you might be aware the café was
able to open on Monday, May17.
2020’s last minutes stop-start on
openings severely impacted on the
café and bar making it difficult for
staff to plan and there was also the
loss of perishable stock (where
possible we gave this to Hargate
Community Centre).
This year there has been a more
informed plan and staff led by Vicki
our Centre Manager have
professionally catered for its opening

Building Maintenance
Cliff Deighton - 07789 362179
Exhibitions: Gallery
Charles Walker - 07708 421574
Cafe Gallery
Georgia Hamilton-Smith 07715 338099
Clare Mellor - 07814 773340
Films
Maureen Wiskin - 01538 385799
Gardens
Alison McCrea - 07753 172564
GatewaySHED
Cliff Deighton - 07789 362179
Health & Safety
David Barnes - 01538 388478
Marketing
Marc Briand - 07799 175909
Music & Theatre
Andy Norton - 07974 063674
Talks
Cathryn Walton - 01538 388429
Volunteers
Marion Fenton - 07938 226469
Web Site
Alison McCrea - 07753 172564
The Foxlowe Arts Centre is a Limited
Company by Guarantee: 0775732
and a Registered Charity:1144382.
Trustees: Chris Thompson (chair),
Belinda Hargreaves (secretary), Andy
Norton (treasurer), Dave Bell, Marc
Briand, Colin Broome, Peter KentBaguley and Claire Parton.
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supporting the café served from the
Drawing Room.
Andy Norton our Music and Comedy
Coordinator succeeded in the
Foxlowe Arts Centre being one of
the first venues to show live comedy
and music with a comedy club on
May 20 and May 27 and John Dahli
appearing on May 28.
These events were well spaced out
with table service to comply with
regulations. Andy has worked hard
putting the new stage and lighting
back in the new look ‘Bromfield’ and
we are all looking forward to when
all restrictions are lifted. As you
might be aware Andy is also our
treasurer and works doubly hard
behind the scenes and its not been an
easy task.
A big thank you goes to Belinda for
the new look newsletter. This new
format will help once restrictions are
lifted as they will be a better size to
display in bars, shops, restaurants
and fit in a standard A5 leaflet holder
and this will all help to promote the
arts centre.
There’s been a few names mentioned
in this newsletter issue but that’s not
to forget all the many volunteers,
staff and partner organisations that
work so hard to keep the place going
and we hope you enjoy this 65th
issue.
It’s only fitting that Dave Rhead is
featured on page four. Dave has done
so much for the local music scene
over the years and it’s a great article
by Max Kent.
Welcome back and best wishes and
hope to see you at the HUG Green
Arts Festival.
Chris Thompson
Chair of Foxlowe Arts Centre

Drawing Room Cafe & Catering for Private Functions
Welcoming and relaxed ambience Monday to Saturday: 10am-4pm and every first
Sunday of the month. Good selection of vegetarian meals and daily meat option.
We cater for all kinds of private parties (subject to Government guidelines).
Contact Centre Manager, Vicki Heath: 01538 386112.
Foxlowe trustees gratefully acknowledge the financial assistance of Leek Town
Council, the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Architectural Heritage Fund, Leek Lands
Trust, County Councillor Charlotte Atkins and the Moorlands Partnership Board.

The Foxlowe Arts Centre Ltd, Market Place, Leek. ST13 6AD
01538 386112
www.foxloweartscentre.org.uk www.facebook.com/foxloweartscentre

www.foxloweartscentre.org.uk

Arts centre portal refurbishment
Here, Foxlowe Arts Centre cofounder and trustee Peter KentBaguley writes about one of our
latest refurbishment projects at the
Foxlowe Arts Centre:
Foxlowe Arts Centre chair, Chris
Thompson, has been undertaking
essential refurbishment on the
Foxlowe portal. Even if he didn’t nip
off to get his steel helmet just to be on
the safe side Chris must have taken a
deep breath as the extent of the
damage was revealed.
Peeling away Portland cement on the
left-hand stone pillar revealed a major
crack, which looked rather like a
crevasse with a piece of the broken
pillar stuck back in the middle.
This is a brilliant example of the
extent to which at the outset appeared
to be a straight-forward routine
maintenance job of stripping the
damaged paintwork to reveal the
stone pillars turns out to be a more
extensive task.
This of course is an almost taken for
granted situation when carrying out
refurbishments on a heritage building.
Not only the toll of several centuries
is being rectified but that aged
deterioration is frequently
exacerbated by bodged repairs in the
past.
One of the more common mistakes
encountered is the use of Portland
cement being used for pointing stone

or even being used to render the
stones instead of using lime mortar
which allows the stone to breathe and
unlike Portland cement does not set as
a harder intrusion the consequence of
which can be to damage the stone
rather than supporting it. Chris
responded to the damaged area of the
pillar by stabilising with an infilling
of lime mortar.
The stripped and cleaned stone pillars
will be coated with Keim specialist
mineral paint (colour approved by
conservation officer). The weather
damaged egg and dart pattern and
acanthus leaves have suffered weather
damage over the years along with the
medallions, something we will look to
get repaired by a stonemason in years
to come.
The front door has already been
newly painted along with new door
furniture, including a fox door
knocker.
The likelihood of a repair task turning
out to involve more than was
anticipated at the original survey
stage is why a contingency figure is
included in a quote for carrying out
work on heritage buildings. In this
case, hard-working Chris was
volunteering his professional
experience and labour and the costs of
materials for the portal refurbishment
were generously funded by the Fox &
Crow Gallery.

Much-appreciated donation from students
The Foxlowe Arts Centre recently
gratefully received a donation of
£71.50 from the 12 Degrees
Collective.
The collective are a group of art
students studying for their degree
in Creative Art and Design
Practice at Leek College.
They had an online sale of ‘small
art’ during lockdown to raise the
money which has been shared
between the Foxlowe Arts Centre
and the local food bank supported
by Haregate Community Centre.
www.foxloweartscentre.org.uk

The work of the 12 Degrees
Collective was recently on display
at Leek College in the Astound ’21
Exhibition.
The students will now be working
hard over the next 12 months
towards creating a body of work
for next year’s Astound exhibition.
Follow their progress on Instagram
at @12degreescollective or
www.facebook.com/12degcollecti
ve.
Pictured is Sue Gibson of 12
Degrees Collective presenting a

cheque to our Foxlowe Arts Centre
chairman Chris Thompson.
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IT’S ALL ABOUT OUR DAVE
Dave Rhead is undoubtedly one of the top music
legends of our town – not only is he a musician
himself being part of numerous bands, and mixed
with many a music star over the years, but he has
been behind organising the Leek Arts Festival since
it began in 1977, as well as many folk and other
music events in our area – including many at the
Foxlowe Arts Centre.
Photographer and blogger Max Kent has recently
interviewed Dave at length and has kindly shared
some of the stories Dave told him below:
“I got into music by listening to the radio, Saturday
morning programme, Uncle Matt used to have all sorts
of stuff on, played Peter, Paul and Mary and stuff like
that which I picked up on and started learning.
“I bought my first guitar for ten bob from a lad at
school, he brought it in at dinnertime and I had to
sneak it into my lesson, I hid it in the corner and half
way through it crashed down onto the floor, the
teacher turned and said “dropped your pencil case
have we Rhead?”
“There was like a gang of us, we used to go to the
church youth club at St Edward’s, a couple of us used
to go up there and we became ‘The Urchins.’ We were
about 15-16 I think, I
could get a drink I
know that, that was
63’ and I was born in
46’.”
“We were playing at
Ipstones one night
and there’s a gang
called the Cheadle
cowboys, I think I’ve

told you the tale before. They turned up with cowboy
hats, boots and fake guns. We just finished the first set
and the said “we’re having you after” like and the lady
working the doors was the famous Maggie Wilshaw,
she used to work the doors at the town hall and
anyone that did anything they were thrown down the
steps, she was a tough woman and she’d disappeared.
So we were there on us own and it came time for us to
go back on stage and the doors burst open and in come
the cowboys striding down towards us, we were
shitting ourselves.
“Then the doors burst open again and about half a
dozen of the lads from the town hall, the fighters from
Leek, Maggie had been down and fetched them in the
van. So they pushed their way through and lined
themselves up in front of the stage and said if “if you
want them you’ve got us first, outside.” They all went
outside and kicked the shit out of each other. When we
were loading up later we were treading over bodies
with hats over their faces.”
“The biggest of the folk bands that I was in was called
Parke, we did two albums, one in 71’ and one in 72’.
There was a lot of folk clubs, you could go to one
every night of the week in those days, people used to
turn up to a spot to get a booking. We went up to
Tideswell to watch two guys called Robin and Barry
Dransfield, there was a girl doing the song spot and it
was Barbara Dickson so we booked her for Leek there
and then. We had her back for Leek Arts Festival 40
odd years after as well and she’d remembered playing
in Leek.”
To read the full interview with Dave by Max Kent,
go online to: www.maxkent.co.uk/blog/dave-rheadfighting-cowboys-and-poisoning-the-rolling-stones.

One big fat HUG for the Foxlowe
With hugs making a comeback as the Government
eases Covid-19 restrictions, The Foxlowe Arts Centre
is set to get its very own big fat hug!
The team at Moorlands Climate Action (MCA) are
hosting the HUG Green Arts Festival on Saturday,
June 26. Teresa Pattison, Events Co-ordinator for
MCA, explains more about the event:
At Moorlands Climate Action Group, we are pleased
that the HUG Green Arts Festival will take place at
The Foxlowe Arts Centre in Leek this year. We were
disappointed when we had to cancel last year’s event
but Saturday, June 26, 2021 is now booked in and
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looking promising. We would be delighted if you
could join us between 10am and 4pm.
At the start of the day there will be the unveiling of
the new Foxlowe Garden Dragonfly sculpture situated
next to a designated picnic area in the garden.
There will be stalls downstairs and the café, the shop
and the art gallery will be open. Upstairs in the
Rainbow Room and craft room there will be a range
of activities and workshops including children’s craft
workshops, Yoga, Qigong, Shiatsu, a dance rehearsal
for a flashmob (ER ‘Stayin’ Alive’), short
>>>
environmental films and a Q&A to follow.
www.foxloweartscentre.org.uk

Isolating creativity on display in gallery
The Foxlowe Arts Centre main art
gallery is, once again, filled with
lots of creative work as the latest
exhibition is in full swing.
Starting on May 22, 'Reawakening'
by SoTArt is running in the first
floor gallery until Saturday, June
26.
SoTArt is a Stoke-on-Trent based
multi-disciplinary arts collective,
with members connecting via
Staffordshire University’s Fine Art
courses and through the wider
local artists’ network.
Exhibiting in traditional and nontraditional arts environments, work
is often made in response to a
suggested theme, chosen in
reflection to the current political,
socioeconomic climate, and/or in
response to the location of the
exhibition itself.
‘Reawakening’ is, in part, an
acknowledgment of the transition
and adjustments made over the

past 12 months working as a
creative in relative isolation, to the
tentative re-emergence of
exhibiting work in a public
environment.
Much of the work on show forms
part of the artists’ ongoing
practices, but inevitably, the
current pandemic has seeped its
way into the creative process of
some of the exhibiting artists’
work and is reflected as such.
A spokesman for SoTArt said:
“Our return to the Foxlowe Arts
Centre has been much anticipated
but also, bittersweet. After several
set-backs due to the current
pandemic, a date was set to
coincide with the easing of
lockdown restrictions.
“In early 2021, we received the
devastating news that one of our
long-time active members and
dear friend, James Dudley-Ward,
was diagnosed with a terminal

In the afternoon we are very excited to be
<<<
joined by PHD students and working scientists who
will introduce our very own Climate Question Time.
The panel will be able to answer questions from the
audience.
Outside there will be circus activities for children, a
drumming workshop and a singing workshop. On the
terrace, a willow artist will be doing a public
demonstration of his art and a visiting bee keeper will
be talking about keeping bees. In the bar, local poets
have been invited to read or perform their own poetry.
The stalls will include advisory groups on all things
environmental including waste, energy and transport.
Sustrans, The Woodland Trust, Moorlands Climate
Action, Staffordshire Wildlife Trust and Friends of the
Earth, The RSPB and the Co-operative bank will be
represented and you can browse stalls of vinyl,
www.foxloweartscentre.org.uk

illness.
“James continued to work on his
creative practice throughout his
illness, albeit in a more limited
capacity towards the end, making
the necessary adjustments to
record ideas, which continued to
flow.
“He also went to great lengths to
ensure that his latest creations
were displayed exactly as intended
here at the Foxlowe. James, we
hope we have heeded your
instructions to the letter.”
James Dudley-Ward passed in
April 2021. A memorial exhibition
of James’ collection of works is set
to be held later in the year.
The Foxlowe Gallery is open
Wednesday to Saturday between
10am and 4pm. For further
information about exhibitions at
the Foxlowe, go online to
https://foxloweartscentre.org.uk/ex
hibitions.

upcycled product ranges, plants, preloved treasures,
work from local artists and see an exhibition of art.
Several of the art stalls will be running drop-in
workshops during the day, free and open to all.
Anyone who would like to find out more about
Moorlands Climate Action and join us would be very
welcome.
All monies raised from an exciting raffle for hampers
of goodies and donations will go towards the cost of
insulating The
Foxlowe which
is aiming to
achieve carbon
neutral status by
2030. Cash
donations will be
welcome.
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New garden
feature flies in
ALISON McCREA, Foxlowe
Garden co-ordinator, reports on
the latest greenfingered
developments.
Well, look what just landed in our
garden!
The Foxlowe gardeners are thrilled
to report the arrival of our new
dragonfly, who is just settling in
and will be officially unveiled at
the opening ceremony of HUG, on
June 26, the exciting green arts
festival being organised by
Moorlands Climate Action (MCA)
to help raise money for the
Foxlowe’s insulation programme.
We anticipate our dragonfly (any
suggestions for a name?) being a
worthy successor to our late
lamented spider.
Martin Evans, his/her creator, has
carefully chosen materials that will
last, with a body made of local
Larch and wings made from
Douglas Fir. We had to suspend
our fundraising drive while the
Foxlowe was closed but, now that
our new sculpture is ready and
willing for children of all ages to
sit or climb on her/him, we hope
the donations will come in,
especially since we are now well
over the halfway mark to our
target.

If you would like to donate, please
leave your donation in an envelope
labelled ‘Dragonfly’ in one of the
wooden donation boxes in the
building or in the Plants to Share
box on the patio. Alternatively,
you can leave it with one of the
Café staff.
Following the success of last
year’s ‘Every Flower Counts’
survey, done for Plantlife’s No
Mow May citizen science project,
the gardeners repeated the exercise
this spring, along with an insect
survey.
The results were rather
disappointing compared to those
from 2020 but that’s most likely
due to the very cold and wet
weather. We intend to continue
keeping some areas unmown and
participate in the next survey later
in the summer, when we hope the
better weather will have allowed
the plants and insects to bounce
back. Watch this space.

With the reopening of the Foxlowe
Arts Centre, we were delighted to
reinstate our annual open air Plant
Share, this time in collaboration
with the Nature group at MCA.
Despite the rather unpromising
weather it was a well-attended and
very joyful event, with an
impromptu and welcome visit
from Leek’s recently elected
mayor, Lyn Swindlehurst.
We would love to reinstate the
annual Apple Fest in the autumn
but that is a much bigger event
than the Plant Share and we think
it might be more difficult to
achieve without a bit more help,
either with some of the
organisation in advance or on the
day (provisionally October 16).
If you would like to get involved,
even if just in a limited way, do
please get in touch. The more the
merrier. Please email
alison_mcc@btinternet.com or
volunteers@foxloweartscentre.org.uk.

A hard day’s filming
Legendary rock band The Beatles was the focus for
a day’s filming at the Foxlowe Arts Centre recently.
The film-making team included local filmmaker
Tim Vickerstaff with musician and interviewer
Mike Gledhill. They used the newly refurbished
Bromfield Room as a backdrop for interviewing
Lynda Hill who has written a book called “All You
Need Is Hull” - a collection of stories and memories
from meeting the Beatles back in the early 1960’s.
The film has been produced for Leek Blues &
Americana Festival in partnership with Approach
Dementia Support.
It can be viewed at https://youtu.be/c5zVAK87Frk.
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Two Chris’ top job on hub foyer
Here, Foxlowe Arts Centre co-founder and trustee
Peter Kent-Baguley writes about another one of our
latest refurbishment projects at the Foxlowe Arts
Centre:
Until a few weeks ago the entrance to the Foxlowe top
floor Creative Hub was a rather degraded area, a
reminder, if reminder were needed, of what much of
Foxlowe was like when we embarked on the art centre
project in the autumn of 2011.
The claustrophobic foyer was made more cramped by
an internal door and partition as well as rubbish piled
near the front door that never made the journey to the
recycling centre. The carpet was messy with flaked
paint from walls and ceiling and the walls and ceiling
displayed a number of damp areas with mould spores
and deteriorated plaster.
All that is now difficult to imagine. The final frontier
of the gross neglect and abuse suffered by Foxlowe
during the latter part of the twentieth century was
confronted by a couple of determined, energetic
workaholics. Chris Ramsey’s strength, energy and

determination are undimmed by decades of activity
and his two days a week over several months’
volunteer work on the major reclamation and
refurbishment of the Hub Foyer have produced a
brilliant result
An entrance worthy of the band of creative people
who rent top-floor studio spaces, who incidentally,
continued to support Foxlowe during the lockdowns.
Without that loyalty and the continuing loyal support
of our Pledgers along with the Foxlowe Loan Scheme
saved Foxlowe from being a victim of the
consequences of Covid-19.
As if Chris Thompson isn’t engaged on a number of
fronts as Chair of Foxlowe and being an art technician
and associate lecturer at Leek College Chris worked
alongside Chris Ramsey. It was Chris Thompson who,
early in the refurbishment of the Hub Foyer ventured
to knock a hole through the plaster board lining the
staircase to reveal the curious presence of Extinction
Rebellion’s famous X logo! Is this likely to add fuel to
the rumours and gossip that Foxlowe is a haven of
radicals?Certainly, Chris Thompson’s decorative
staircase finish supports the radical viewpoint. Who
but a radical would have thought of using a net curtain
as a template for stencilling a stair-carpet on the treads
and risers? Brilliant stroke of creativity.
Chris Ramsey’s skill in cleaning and polishing the
tiled floor hidden for so long by dirty carpet added to
the impressive entrance. Part of the floor had been
within the Cruso’s strong room and the other was part
of the servants’ quarters.

INVALUABLE SUPPORT
The Foxlowe Arts Centre is
run by volunteers with support
from a small number of paid
staff. Volunteers help with a
range of activities, including
administration, working in the
café, stewarding exhibitions,
working in the gardens,
decorating, serving on the bar,
helping on film, comedy,
theatre and music events.
This volunteer support is
invaluable to our arts centre,
and so too is financial support
www.foxloweartscentre.org.uk

which can be contributed in a
number of ways.
We have many pledgers who
pay a certain amount of funds
to us on a regular basis, ad hoc
and legacy donations are also
often made and, again, very
much appreciated.
The much-valued financial
support we are very fortunate
to gain helps us to pay for the
upkeep of the Georgian arts
centre building and the ongoing development of our arts

programme.
To find out more about how
you can support our venue, go
online to
https://foxloweartscentre.org.u
k/how-to-support-us.
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WHAT’S ON AT
THE FOXLOWE
ARTS CENTRE
Friday, June 11
Eddy Brimson: Naughty
Boy. Comedy. Tickets £8.
Age 16 and over. Doors
7.15pm for 8pm.
Saturday, June 12
Reawakening Exhibition
– Meet the Artists
Art. Free event. 1pm-4pm
in the Gallery. Also on
June 19. See page 5.
Aziz Ibrahim
Music. Tickets £12. Doors
open at 7pm.

Saturday, June 26
HUG Green Arts
Festival
An eco and well-being
day organised by
Moorlands Climate
Action. Free event. 10am4pm. See pages 4 and 5.

Finally, we are slowly but surely
bringing back our thriving
entertainment programme at the
Foxlowe Arts Centre.
Now that Government Covid-19
restrictions are being lifted in
different stages, we are delighted that
we are now bringing comedy and

Saturday, July 10
Tom Binns - Ivan
Brackenbury and more!
Comedy. Tickets £12. Age
14 and over. Doors
7.15pm for 8pm

Thursday, August 5
Leek Comedy Club
With Ignacio Lopez, Nick
Doody, Jane Hill, and
compere James Cook
Tickets £10. Doors open
at 7pm for 8pm start
Friday, September 10
China Crisis
Music. Tickets £22.50.
Age 16 and over. Doors
open at 7.30pm.

Saturday, September 11
Stephen Bailey: Can’t Be
Bothered. Comedy.
Tickets £14. Age 14 and
over. Doors 7.15pm for 8pm.
Thursday, July 1
Leek Comedy Club
With Sean Heydon, Jamie
Sutherland, Dan Tiernan,
Tal Davies and compere
Sully O’Sullivan. Tickets
£10. Doors 7pm for 8pm.

Friday, September 24
Robyn Hitchcock
Music. Tickets £17.50.
Age 14 and over. 7.30pm
Saturday, September 25
River Folk Festival
Tickets £5 in advance or

music back to out function room
stage – and it’s a brand new stage in
our recently refurbished and now
named Bromfield Room.
Here’s what we have coming up –
subject to Government restrictions.
Please keep an eye on our website
and our Facebook page for updates.

£6 on the door. Age 14
and over. Doors 5.30pm
for 6pm.
Wednesday, September
29
Jerry Joseph – part of
the Leek Blues &
Americana Festival
Music. Tickets £14. Age
14 and over. Doors
7.15pm for 8pm
Friday, October 1
Son of Dave – part of the
Leek Blues & Americana
Festival. Music. Tickets
£12.50. Doors 7.15pm for
8pm.
Saturday, October 2
Ian Siegal – part of the
Leek Blues & Americana
Festival. Music. Tickets
£14. Age 14 and over
Doors 7pm for 7.30pm.

Sunday, October 17
Henge Music. Tickets
£15. Doors open at 8pm.

Saturday, October 23
The Achievers – part of
the Leek Blues &
Americana Festival
Music. Tickets £15. Age
14 and over. Doors open
at 7pm for 8pm start.

Friday, November 12
Limehouse Lizzy Live @
The Foxlowe. Music.
Tickets £18. Age 14 and
over. Doors 7.30pm.
Saturday, November 13
Martin Mucklowe – The
Full Works. Comedy.
Tickets £15. Age 18 and
over. Doors open at
7.15pm for 8pm start.

Thursday, November 18
Scott Bennett: Relax
Comedy. Tickets £12.50.
Age 16 and over. Doors
6.45pm for 7.30pm start.
Saturday, November 27
Mik Artistik’s Ego Trip
Music. Ticket £12. Doors
7pm for 8pm start.

Thursday, October 21
Gary Delaney: Gary in
Punderland. Comedy.
Tickets £20. Age 16 and
over. Doors 7pm for 8pm.

To find out more about the above events, and to purchase tickets (some of which are subject to a booking
fee) go online to https://foxloweartscentre.org.uk/events or call 01538 386112.
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