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Garden News

Operation Blue Fox
The Foxlowe Arts Centre joined a number
of iconic buildings across the nation in
turning blue for the NHS during lockdown.
Operation Blue Fox, which evolved from the
national 'Clap for our Carers' initiative, saw a
team of volunteers help to light up the windows of the Foxlowe in blue as our way of
saying thank you to all our NHS heroes.
Thank you to the Operation Blue Fox team
which included volunteers from Leek Blues &
Americana Festival, Supersport Ltd, The
Staffordshire Cobbler and Perfect Audio Solutions.
Also, during lockdown, our staff cooked up
the surplus food into meals which were
frozen and given to the Haregate Community
Centre for distribution to the vulnerable in the
community.

ANY NEW NAME IDEAS?
As some of you may have spotted, we
have begun to omit the name of ST13 for
our newsletter.
The reason being that we would like to come
up with a more apt name relating to the arts
centre itself, rather than the area in which it is
situated. Do you have any ideas for a new
name for our newsletter?
If so, please email our Editor Belinda at
hargreavespr@outlook.com.

Submissions welcome
CALLING all co-ordinators, volunteers,
and visitors at the Foxlowe Arts Centre!
This newsletter is produced to help promote
and celebrate all things going on at this beautiful community-run venue. If you have anything you wish to share with our readers
please get in touch with our Editor Belinda.
Maybe you have some photographs of and
words about an event which has already
taken place here, or the same for an event or
activity which is about to take place? Perhaps
you just simply wish to share your thoughts,
or even selfies, from time spent at the
Foxlowe Arts Centre, or maybe even your
child has painted a picture or written a
poem/short story about the Foxlowe?
We would love to hear from you!
Email: hargreavespr@outlook.com.

ALISON McCREA, Foxlowe Garden
co-ordinator, reports on the latest
greenfingered developments.
Despite lockdown, Foxlowe plants
and wildlife did well and the gardeners
managed to keep reasonable order
while social distancing.
Mowing was the main activity although we took part in Plantlife’s ‘NoMow May’ citizen science experiment,
followed by a ‘No-Mow’ July, to see
how many nectar-producing flowers
appeared in a section of lawn left unmown for a month at a time.
We already leave areas of lawn unmown, most notably our tall hay
meadow, and last year had started
raising the blades on the mower to
protect the low-growing white clover
beloved of bees, so were only too
happy to take part.
Two gardeners surveyed the experimental area each time as part of
Plantlife’s follow-up activity to investigate the benefits to insects of having
low growth wildflower swards. The results showed that the unmown patch
supported an estimate of 787 bees
and rated category B in a range of AG, well above the national average of
D.
We had hoped to be open again for
the Plant Share but sadly that wasn’t
possible. However, we ran a virtual
Plant Share on Foxlowe’s Facebook
page instead. Other plants that could
stay in their pots were put on our
Plants-to-Go stand on the patio and
are available now that the Café has
reopened.
Sadly, we’ll not be able to run the annual Apple Fest in its usual format.
However, we are planning to run a sequence of small juicing sessions during September and hopefully some
more in October, depending on need
and the availability of helpers.
So far, I've identified three Sundays in

September (13th, 20th and 27th)
when we would be able to use the
Foxlowe premises, ideally on the patio
but in the Stage room if necessary.
As we need a minimum weight of apples (approx 25kg) for the press to
function properly, the aim is to run the
sessions for small groups of
friends/families, who can collect
enough apples between themselves
to make the pressings viable. Details
will be available soon on the website
and Facebook but do get in touch by
e-mail if you are interested.
We’ve now been able to commission
a dragonfly from Martin Evans of
Churnet Woodland Crafts to replace
the spider he made for us some years
ago. This will be a sculptural bench for
kids to climb on, sit on or pretend they
are riding.
It will be installed so that the top surface is about 20" from the ground.
The wings will be flat and the body a
carved log. The cost is £850, as it will
be made out oak or chestnut and is
expected to have a lifespan of at least
10-15 years. The gardeners are willing to underwrite this
as individuals but we
do hope that members
of our community
would like to donate
towards it.
Just 85 people donating £10 each would
cover it, although obviously donations of any
size would be welcome. More details to
follow.
To get involved with
the Foxlowe garden,
contact Alison on
07753 172564.

